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Sea Grant Program Nationally 

• Administered by NOAA 

• Network of 33 programs in every  coastal 
and great lakes state plus Lake Champlain, 
Guam, and Puerto Rico 

• University-based network w/ over 300 
institutions 

• Address issues such as… 

• Coastal Hazards 

• Sustainable  Coastal Development  

• Seafood Safety 



Lake Champlain Sea Grant 

• Cooperative  program between UVM and 
SUNY Plattsburgh 

• Focus on research, outreach and education  

• Fisheries, AIS 

• Aquatic Science Literacy (Watershed 
Alliance, 4H2O, Professional Groups) 

• Hazard Resiliency 

• Stormwater (GSI)  

 

 



Current Stormwater Initiatives 

• Training Courses 

• Sustainable Landscape Stewards 

• Water Resources for Realtors  

• Let it Rain Stormwater Program 

• Connecting the Drops Outreach 
Campaign 

• Research  

• Evaluating Flood Prediction Tools in two 
Lake Champlain sub watersheds 

• Bioretention on UVM Campus 



Sustainable Landscape Stewards 

• Training Course for Community Leaders  

• Municipal Board members, Watershed groups, town staff 

• 36 hours of instructions 

• 3.6 CE Credits from UVM 

• Classroom and field components 

• Many community partners  



Water Resources for Realtors 

• Land Use Course for VT 
Licensed Realtors 

• 2.5 hour workshop –  

• Eligible for 2 CE credits 
from VT state licensing 
board 

• Offered across VT 

• Covers State of the Lake, 
Rivers, Wetlands, GSI, & 
mapping to predict flood 
risk 

• Partner: Lake Champlain 
Basin Program 

 



• Incentive Program for GSI Installations 

• WNRCD and LCSG offer free site assessments and 
technical assistance to anyone in the Lake Champlain 
Basin 

• Track practices based on impervious surface area 
mitigation 

www.letitrainvt.org 

Heather Bullet RG - Burlington 



Connecting the Drops 

• Art-based outreach campaign 

• 2013 focused on Burlington with 19 rain 
barrels – funded by ECOS Project and 
RSEP  

• 2014 exhibit is in Maple Street Park, 
Essex Junction – funded by RSEP  

• June 9 – July 16 

• Sign up to Win a Rain Barrel and read 
the Kids VT Stormwater Story: 
letitrainvt.org 



Current Research  

• Recent Grant Award from NOAA 

• Flood mitigation – analysis of current prediction tools in 
climate change scenarios in two LC subwatersheds 

• Carol Adaire and Stephanie Hurley – Bioretention 
Research on UVM Campus 

• Evaluating water quality and green house gas emissions 
under different planting regimes, storm loading & soil 
treatments 

• http://www.uvm.edu/~pss/?Page=bioretentionproject.html 



Questions 

 

 

Lake Champlain Sea Grant 

 

Rebecca Tharp 

656-2514 

rtharp@uvm.edu 

uvm.edu/seagrant 

 

Do you see a group in need of land use or water quality 
training? Let us know! We want to meet that need. 

mailto:rtharp@uvm.edu

